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Husband: JAMES R. PARKER 

Born: 1820 NJ 

Married: circa 1844 

Died: 30 March 1896 Allentown, Monmouth County, NJ 
Buried: Imlay's Hill 

Father: RICHARD PARKER (? - August 1858) 

Mother: MARY STEEPY 

Wife: CATHERINE R. SHEPHERD 

Born: 25 June 1827 NJ 

Died: 16 February 1915 Allentown, Monmouth County, NJ 
Buried: Allentown Presbyterian Cemetery 

Father: JOHN I. SHEPHERD (21 February 1785 - 18 April 1867) 

Mother: SARAH THOMPSON (5 September 1794 - 6 April 1864) 

Issue: Born: Where: 

1) SARAH A. PARKER 1845/6 NJ 

2) JOHN PARKER 1847/8 NJ 

3) REBECCA PARKER 1849 NJ 

4) MARY PARKER 1852 NJ 

5) WILLIAM HENRY PARKER 5 May 1854 Ocean County, NJ 

6) ACHEA PARKER 1859 NJ 

7) ANNA M. PARKER 1 May 1861 Francis Mills, Ocean County, NJ 
8) ELLA PARKER 7 July 1864 Burlington County, NJ 

9) CHARLES M. PARKER 4 July 1868 Allentown, Monmouth County, NJ 
10) FRANK PARKER 1869 

11) [unknown] PARKER 2 ? 


In 1850 they were living in Freehold Township, Monmouth County, next to CATHERINE'S 
parents.’ JAMES is mentioned in his father’s will of 1858 in which he is to receive an equal 10% 
share in the division of the estate. This is thought to have been around $700.00 for J AMES.” 
JAMES was a farmer and by 1860 had moved to Jackson Township in Ocean County. JAMES had 
$500.00 of real estate at the time, possibly farmland he inherited from his father’s estate or a tract 
he bought with the proceeds from that estate.’ A review of the indices for Monmouth, 
Burlington, and Ocean County deeds did not reveal any purchase before 1861 but a J. PARKER is 
noted on an 1851 plat map owning land on the opposite side of the road from the one described 
next. On 4 March 1861 JAMES bought 11.93 acres of land of the THOMAS PEARSON farm in Upper 
Freehold Township from WILLIAM G. and MARY PALMER for $1,150.00. The lot had about 500’ 
of frontage on the north side of the road from Allentown to Imlaystown, the eastward 
continuation of Walker Avenue out of Allentown, CR 526, and ran 1200’ back to the creek that 
paralleled the road.* 

The 1861 birth certificate of their daughter ANNA states that JAMES was a laborer.” The 
Consolidated Enrollment Lists of June 1863 has JAMES R. PARKER, 38, born in Monmouth 
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County, residing in Ocean County, farmer.° It is not clear why their daughter ELLA was born in 
Burlington County in 1864. On 26 September 1866, JAMES purchased a house and lot in 
Allentown from EDWIN MYERS for $825.00. This lot, 284’ X 52’, is on Church Street, opposite 
Hamilton Street (/eft). On 10 March 1868, JAMES and CATHERINE sold 
this land for $850.00 to RANDEL Forb.’ Whether the family ever lived 
By.) there is not known at this time. The 1870 census offers no clues to the 
family’s location. In 1880 their son FRANK was living with his oldest 
sister SARAH and her husband GEORGE ROBBINS in Allentown where 
he was employed as a servant. JAMES R. PARKER, 57 years old is listed 
as a boarder at the home of CATHERINE SPENCER in Allentown.® Five 
years later, he, as JAMES J. PARKER, is still living with KATE SPENCER 
=| in Upper Freehold Township.” To date, CATHERINE has not been 
| located in the 1880 and 1885 censuses. In 1895 she is found living in 
\ Upper Freehold Township with the HENDRICKSON family. '° GeorceE I. 
HENDRICKSON and his wife ANNA and two children, WIKOFF and 
ARTHUR, had been living in Upper Freehold Township since 1880 at least.'' JAMES has not been 
found in the 1895 census yet. 

On 27 March 1896 JAMES was infected by a highly virulent strain of the posiinonts virus 
while at HENRY A. FORD’S grist mill at 42 South Main 
Street in Allentown (right). He died four days later on the 
31° of March. An obituary in the Freehold Transcript 
states JAMES R. PARKER was taken ill while in H.A. FORD'S 
mill Friday last. His illness resulted in pneumonia and he 
died Monday night. MR. PARKER has been a citizen of 
Allentown for many years and was rarely sick. He was 71 
years old.'* There also appeared a brief notation of his 
passing in the Monmouth Democrat on 16 April 1896 
which states he died March 27th at the age of 71 in Allentown. His death certificate gives the 
following information: he was a lifetime state resident of 75 years; mother not named; he was 
buried in Jmlay's Hill; and the undertaker was MR. HIcKs from Allentown. Inventories of 
Imlaystown Baptist (Yellow Meeting House) and Emley's Hill Methodist-Episcopal cemeteries do 
not list a sepulchral stone for JAMES. There are several "PARKER" stones at Emley's Hill and 
JAMES may have been interred in a plot belonging to a relative without a marker. One possibility 
is the plot of LEWIS PARKER, JAMES' brother, who died in 1870 and is interred at Emley's Hill. 
LeEwis' plot has eight graves but only four are marked. RICHARD PARKER (1831-1904), another of 
JAMEs' brothers, is also interred in this same cemetery. 

It appears that JAMES and CATHERINE did not have an easy life together. The last time 
they are found living together was 1860, though they lived near each other until 1896. It also 
appears they are not interred in the same cemetery as will be detailed later. Financial difficulties 
may have necessitated the separate domiciles as well as the apparent different burying places. 

In 1900, CATHERINE is found as a widow, living with her son WILLIAM and his wife 
SARAH MARY PERRINE near JACOBSTOWN in New Hanover Township, Burlington County.'? At 
this time, eight of her eleven children were living; besides the unnamed child, MARY and ACHEA 
had predeceased their father. After WILLIAM’S death in 1901, CATHERINE appears to have moved 
back to Allentown where, in 1910, she is found renting a house on Walker Avenue, CR 526.'* At 








this time it is noted that she had seven living children; WILLIAM had died in 1901 but the nine 
detailed below were all living in 1910. 

In 1910 SARAH ROBBINS, CATHERINE’S eldest 
daughter was STERNE SPRAGUE’S housekeeper. SARAH, by 
that time, a 68 year old widow and STERNE, himself a 
widower in 1910 lived two houses away from 
CATHERINE. In the Trenton True American dated Friday, 
30 August 1912 a Crosswicks notice states Mrs. 
CATHERINE PARKER is spending a few days with Mrs. 
JOHN Asay, of Yardville.'> This was her mother-in-law. 
SARAH passed away in 1913 and CATHERINE moved into 
MR. SPRAGUE’S house (right) in that year and assumed 
the duties of housekeeper. Perhaps CATHERINE was related to the SPRAGUE family in some 
fashion yet-to-be determined. Between 1902 and 1920 a CATHERINE R. PARKER, or her estate, 
sold 5 properties in Burlington County. These deeds, listed under Notes below, need to be 
checked. 

Towards the end of 1914, CATHERINE'S health deteriorated and she came under the care of 
Dr. H.M. ANDERSON of Allentown. She died of aortic regurgitation on 16 February 1915. Her 
death certificate states she was a retired housewife. Her parents are named as JOHN SHEPPARD 
and SARAH unknown. The informant was MRS. ELLA WOOD, her daughter, of Allentown. The 
undertaker was WILLIAM HENDRICKSON of Imlaystown. She was buried at Allentown 
Presbyterian Cemetery on 22 February 1915. Her obituary in the Allentown Messenger states 
she was 88 years old and lived in or near Allentown most of her life. She died at the home of 
STERNE P. SPRAGUE where she had lived since the death of her eldest daughter SARAH in 1913. 
Survivors included 3 sons: JOHN, CHARLES and FRANK; and 3 daughters: one in Mt. Holly, one in 
Fieldsboro and MRs. ELLA WooD, who is now keeping house for MR. SPRAGUE. A burial 
announcement in the same paper stated that REVEREND O.K. NEWELL officiated and pall-bearers 
were PETER THOMAS, JAMES HARDING, GORDON HENDRICKSON and ELVIN PATTERSON.'® An 
obituary in the Freehold Transcript states she died at the home of her daughter, MRS. ELLA 
Woob, both locations are correct as ELLA lived in the SPRAGUE house. Other surviving children 
include MRS. REBECCA BORDEN of Mt. Holly, MRS. ANNIE WILLIAMS of White Hall, JOHN 
PARKER of Prospertown, CHARLES PARKER of Ocean County and FRANK PARKER of Freehold. 
The funeral was at the home of her daughter Ett4.'' The Mount Holly Herald gives her age as 87 
years.'® Her plot is next to that of her sister HANNAH (SHEPHERD) JOHNSON and her marker is 
inscribed: 





CATHERINE PARKER 1828 — 1915 





Issue: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


5) 


7) 


8) 


SARAH PARKER: appears to have married GEORGE ROBBINS and lived in Allentown. In 1880 
and 1885 her younger brother FRANK was living with them.’ In 1885 it appears they have 
three children. Also living with them in 1885 is Miller Chamberlain, 20 — 60.”° She was the 
housekeeper for STERNE SPRAGUE who lived on Walker Avenue in Allentown, just a couple 
of houses from her mother CATHERINE. SARAH died around 1913. Her mother took over as 
Mr. SPRAGUE’S housekeeper until her death in 1915. 

a) SARAH ROBBINS 

b) GEORGE ROBBINS 

c) EMMA ROBBINS 


JOHN PARKER: was living in Prospertown, New Hanover Township in Burlington County in 
1915. A 24 year old farmer named JOHN PARKER, the son of JAMES, married a 15 year old 
RACHEL BUCKELEW, daughter of JOSIAH, in Middletown Township, Monmouth County on 19 
September 1873. While being a possible match, it has not yet been determined this pertains to 
the same person.”! 


REBECCA PARKER: a 30 year old REBECCA is found in the 1880 census married to 
ALEXANDER BORDEN, a 55 year old New Jersey native. They were living in Washington 
Township, Mercer County at that time and had a 5 year old son WILLIAM.” It is not clear yet 
if this is the same REBECCA, but it is known that she did marry a man with the surname 
BORDEN and she was living in Mt. Holly in 1915 at the time of her mother’s death. 


WILLIAM PARKER: married SARAH M. PERRINE in 1880. Their story is continued in a 
separate section. 


ANNA M. PARKER: married GEORGE WILLIAMS and was living in White Hall in 1915. Later 
they lived in Trenton. She had 13 children. 


ELLA PARKER: married ALEXANDER JAMES WOOD on 3 December 1883. They first lived in 

Allentown then moved to Crosswicks. ALEXANDER died there on 6 December 1906. ELLA’S 

oldest sister was the housekeeper for STERNE SPRAGUE who lived on Walker Avenue in 

Allentown, just a couple of houses from ELLA’S mother CATHERINE. When SARAH died, 

probably around 1913, CATHERINE took over the housekeeper position and moved into MR. 

SPRAGUE’S home. CATHERINE died in 1915 and then it was ELLA’S turn to be MR. SPRAGUE’S 

live-in housekeeper. ELLA died 20 February 1938 and was buried in North Crosswicks 

Cemetery. They had 9 known children. 

a) HARRIS J. Woop: born 20 August 1884; lived in Crosswicks whole life, dying there 30 
January 1958. 

b) IDA BREWER Woop: born 22 July 1886; married JOSEPH LANE; was living in Neptune, 
Monmouth County in 1938; she died 2 March 1969 in Neptune. 

c) ERNEST J. Woop: born 22 July 1889; living in Ellisdale in 1938; died 5 September 1973. 


9) 


d) ANNA WILLIAMS Woop: born 21 March 1892; married first WILLIAM ROCKHILL, 24 July 


e) 


1913; married second FRED TANTUM. She was living in Crosswicks in 1938 and she died 
10 December 1971 in Riverside, NJ 
i) CHARLES TANTUM: Bordentown 
ii) MABEL TANTUM: born 22 April 1909, married WILLIAM SPECK; lived in Trenton, NJ 
to 1948, moved to Torrance, CA. Moved to a retirement home in San Pedro, CA in 
1992. She died 11 December 1994. 
(1) RUTH SPECK: married JACK DEAN, San Pedro, CA 
(a) JILL DEAN: married JEFF MARTIN 
(b) JOE DEAN: married ANN 
(c) JUDI DEAN: married MIKE SPECK 
(2) MABEL SPECK: married MICKEY KINNAMON, Monmouth, Oregon 
(a) CRAIG KINNAMON: married JUDY 
(b) CLIFF KINNAMON: married JOAN 
(c) KIM KINNAMON: married ROD THIERRAULT 
(3) SALLY SPECK: married, surname KESSELMAN, Phoenix, AZ 
(a) MICHAEL KESSELMAN: married Liz 
(b) DENNIS KESSELMAN: married NITA, in US Navy 
(c) ROBERT KESSELMAN: married BARBARA 
(d) KATHY KESSELMAN: married MARK MORGENSTEIN 
(4) WILMA SPECK, married, surname HEIN, Monmouth, OR 
CARRIE MARY Woop: born 13 November 1894; married MILTON CHAMBERLAIN; lived in 
Groveville in 1938 and died there 16 July 1971. 
FRED BRADLEY Woop: born November 1895; living in New Lisbon, NJ in 1938; died 13 
February 1963. 
EVELYN “LENA” NORCROSS Woop: born August 1897; married CLARENCE HARMAN; 
lived in Bayonne, NJ in 1938. 
ALEXANDER WoobD: living in Crosswicks in 1938. 
THOMAS DAVIDSON Woop: born April 1901; in Crosswicks 1938; died c23 March 1969. 





CHARLES M. PARKER: was living in Ocean County in 1915. He married SARAH HAWKINS. He 
died in the Lakewood ward of the Freehold borough on 15 September 1926. He was buried in 
Maplewood Cemetery, Freehold. 


10) FRANK PARKER: was living with his sister SARAH and her husband GEORGE ROBBINS in 
Allentown in 1880 and 1885. He married REEL or RILLA around 1899. They were 
living in Millstone Township in 1900°°; at 10 Union Avenue in Freehold in 19107"; and still 
in Freehold in 1915. He died in Crosswicks at his niece's MAE CHAPMAN, daughter of 
WILLIAM PARKER. He was buried in Maplewood Cemetery, Freehold. 


a) 





FRANK PARKER, JUNIOR 


Notes 

At Clarksburg U-M Church at Emley's Hill there WAS ?? the following grave: 
James M. Sheppard d. 2 Feb. 1881, 60 y., ?m., 6d. 
Ann Sheppard d. 7 Feb. 1879, 68 y., 9m., 2 d. 

Not in online listing of headstones (w/photos) 
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